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Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s Recording of
Leonard Bernstein’s Mass Nominated for Grammy Award

Mass producer Steven Epstein also nominated in separate category

Baltimore, Md. (December 3, 2009) —-The Balti more Symphony Qdomatdestr a’ s
Bernstein’s Mass: A Theatre Piece for Singers, Players and Dancers, conducted by BSO Music

Director Marin Alsop, has been nominated fora Gr ammy Award in the category
Al bum of the Year.” Released on t he-dbasetwsonlyaheel on Au
fourth audio recording ever produced of Mass. Mass received a second nomination in the category of
“Producer of the Year, Cl assi cal "Masfabum. BlarimleopisEpst ei n,
also the conductor on the recording of Jenni fer Hi gc
Philharmonic which received a separate nomination in the categor y o f “ B el<éntelBomary s i c a

Co mp o s i Winrem will be announced at The Grammy Awards event in Los Angeles scheduled

for Sunday, January 31, 2010.

In recent years, the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra resumed its illustrious recording history under
Music Director Marin Alsop. In June 2006, the BSO collaborated with then-Music Director Designate
Marin Alsop and violinist Joshua Bell to record John Corigliano's Concerto for Violin and Orchestra,
"The Red Violin" released on the Sony/BMG Classical label in September 2007. The BSO and Maestra
Alsop have also partnered with the Naxos label to record a three-disc Dvordk symphony cycle. The
first disc, which includes Symphony No. 9, "From the New World" and Symphonic Variations, was

released in February 2008; subsequent discs will feature symphonies Nos. 6-8. Most recently, the BSO



recorded works by George Gershwin with pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet that will be released on the

Decca label in Spring 2010.

The Baltimore Symphony Orchestra has won and been nominated for several Grammy Awards over
its more than 20-year recording history. The BSO won its first Grammy Award in 1987 for a Sony
Classical recording of cello concertos by Barber and Britten with soloist Yo-Yo Ma under the direction
of then-Music Director David Zinman. The BSO's release of The New York Album, recorded under the
direction of David Zinman and again featuring Yo-Yo Ma, won two Grammy Awards in 1994. The
Bal ti mor e Sextempive alisapgraphy also includes three recordings released in 1997: a
London recording featuring symphonic dance works of Leonard Bernstein; an Erato Disques
recording of the piano concertos of George Gershwin and Maurice Ravel, featuring pianist Hélene
Grimaud; and a Grammy-nominated London recording of violin concertos by Samuel Barber and
William Walton with violinist JoshuaBel. The Or chestra’s | ast Gr aniony nomi na
its recording of Bernstein's Serenade and Beethoven's Violin Concerto with Baltimore-born violin

phenomenon Hilary Hahn as soloist, conducted by David Zinman.

About the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s performance of Mass

The BSO, led by Bernstein protégée Music Director Marin Alsop, performed critically acclaimed,

sold-out concerts of the Grammy-nominated work on October 16-18, 2008 at Balt i mor e’ s Joseph
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall and on October 26, 2008 at The John F. Kennedy Center for the

Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. In addition to the Baltimore and Washington events, the BSO

also performed Mass on October 24, 2008 at New York Ci t ¢drregie Hall as a highlight of its

citywide festival, Bernstein: The Best of All Possible Worlds, and as part of The Weill Music Institute at

Car negi eBernst@an Mass Broject, at the United Palace Theater in Upper Manhattan on October

25, 2008 where approximately 500 New York City public school children sang in the chorus of Mass

alongside the BSO. These performances and the associated studio recording featured nearly 250

performers, including baritone Jubilant Sykes as the Celebrant, the Morgan State University Chorus,

the Peabody Ch iahdd stelar' B®adway cast of 20 performing ast h e “ setorpeleet. "p
The semi-staged production included costuming and musical movement with direction by award-

winning stage director Kevin Newbury.

The BSO performances earned praise from Anthony Tommasini of The New York Times,* Some pi eces
that seem trendy at their birth soon fade away. But the essenceandac hi evement avizss Ber nst ei
have become clearer over ti me..hoingHisB/ass towcli o many woul d h
peopl e..” Ti m Tkmdtindre Sinragread,* The BSO sounded vibrant, t he
choristers delivered richly and the well-chosen cast, headed by Jubilant Sykes as the Celebrant, came

through with often electrifying intensity in thisi magi nati vely staged phomesentati o
through with consistent emotional power.1 t hi nk Bernstein would have | oved
perfor mances Mafswdenumbsrédeainong the top 5 musical experiences of the year by

The New Yorker, The New York Times and The Washington Post.



About Baltimore Symphony Orchestra

The Grammy Award-winning Baltimore Symphony Orchestra (BSO) is internationally recognized as
having achieved a pr eemi ne nstimpitaatorehestran.dAocimeédioeitswo r | d
uncompromising pursuit of artistic excellence, the Baltimore Symphony has attracted a devoted

national and international following while maintaining deep bonds throughout the Maryland
community through innovative education and community outreach initiatives.

S

The BSO made musical history in 2005 when it announced the appointment of Marin Alsop as its 12t

music director, making her the first woman to | ead a
inaugural concerts in September 2007 marked the dawn of a new era for the BSO, as she brings her

highly praised artistic vision, her dynamic musicianship and her commitment to accessibility in

classical music to BSO audiences throughout Maryland.

The BSO is actively involved in recording, broadcasting and podcasting projects which make the
BSO' s musi ¢ aadiemcés hraund the glolw. It has received critical acclaim for its prolific
discography, which features renowned artists such as cellist Yo-Yo Ma, pianist Héléne Grimaud, and
violinists Joshua Bell and Hilary Hahn.

In addition to the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, where the orchestra has performed for 27 years,
the BSO is a founding partner and the resident orchestra at the Music Center at Strathmore, just

outside Washington, D.C. With the opening of Strathmore in February 2005, the BSO became the
nation’s only maj omundvemusséndwomatropolitintareag.e a r

#i#

BERNSTEIN

MASS

JUBILANT SYKES

BALTIMORE
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

MARIN ALSOP




